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February 17, 2017 

 

To Rep. Walker, Sen. Osten, Sen. Formica, and members of the Appropriations Committee: 

 

I write to encourage your continuing support for what is now an iconic New Haven event: The International 

Festival of Arts and Ideas. There’s no question but that for the past 20-plus years, as a direct result of this festival, 

New Haven has come alive each June with talent, energy, enthusiasm, and yes, ideas, literally from around the 

world. 

 

To be sure, I speak for all New Haven residents with gratitude for the committee’s past support of the festival, 

which over time has returned to the city community spirit, pride in ownership, and irrefutable evidence that New 

Haven is part of something far greater than any single festival, city, or state.  

 

New Haven is so proud to showcase the festival each time, and every year I’m grateful for the inspiration of Anne 

Calabresi, Jean Handley and Roslyn Meyer, the festival’s founders. Their vision for this citywide exhibition and 

cultural exchange has become their legacy – and New Haven’s annual chance to shine. 

 

It is their collective wish that New Haven continue to shine among other great, international cities each year. 

Beyond that, it’s important for us to celebrate all those who think and dream and ask questions and imagine. 

 

This year we find ourselves suddenly in the shadow of those who would isolate the United States among the 

global community, and alienate many Americans within this nation. With this in mind, each of us must redouble 

our efforts to seek common ground among diverse people and cultures and shine the light of curiosity on the arts 

and ideas that unite us as a global community. 

 

The women who envisioned and then started the International Festival of Arts and Ideas took that opportunity to 

heart and became groundbreakers and status quo-busters and those from whom each of us can draw inspiration 

and lofty visions of our own. These inspired thoughts and lofty visions provide for this world the more interesting, 

inviting, and stimulating experiences we seek. 

 

So it’s my sincere request of you favorably consider a continuing commitment to the festival that gives New 

Haven a lift every June, while hosting a festival that raises a community’s spirits even as it elevates the thoughts 

and aspirations of those who attend. 

 

Thank you very much. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Toni N. Harp 

Mayor – City of New Haven 


